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Chair:  Gail Hodges

Meeting of the Executive Committee held at the Methodist Church at 7.00 pm on Thursday 12th March 2026
1. Welcome and apologies.
Apologies: Sally Babi, Laurie Bell, Carole Borhani, Jane Cornish, Daisie Miller, Richard Mainwaring-Burton, James Martin, Cllrs Hartley and Tester
Present: Gail Hodges, (Chair), Bob Blanks, Sian Halcrow-Wilson, Jane Hill, Hilary McVitty, Lesley Robins, secretary)
Observers: Mr McVitty joined the meeting at 8.00pm.
Note: As the meeting was not quorate, no formal decisions/resolutions could be made
2. Draft minutes of the meeting of Thursday 29th January 2026
These were agreed by members present.
3. Matters arising
3.1 Updated Trustee Liability document.
This has been updated taking on board comments from the last Executive Committee meeting. There were no comments from the members present. The document will be circulated again to Committee members, inviting any further comments.
3.2   Letter to Idverde concerning the Family Funfair Proposal 2026
An extensive and reassuring reply had been received. It was noted that we should always ask questions when such events are planned.
3.3 Trustee Liability Insurance
This has been increased to £500,000 with an additional premium of £139.58
4. Preparations for the AGM to be held on Wednesday 29th April at 7.00pm

· AGM notice has been sent to Richard for the next newsletter
	WHAT
	WHO
	NOTES

	Book hall
	LR
	Done

	Prepare agenda and brief Chair
	LR
	To do

	Print out draft minutes of the last meeting
	LR 
	To do

	Confirm Cttee members willing to stand for re-election
	LR
	To do

	Setting up tables and chairs before the meeting
	LR 
	

	Attendance register
	LR 
	

	Sourcing/providing raffle prizes
	Hilary and Sian, Cttee members
	

	Selling raffle tickets
	Hilary and Sian, £1.50 per strip
	

	Organising and serving refreshments
	JC
	

	Organising raffle
	LR, to be held before Q and A session
	

	Clearing up afterwards
	LR and Sian
	



5. Chairman’s Report
Gail reported on the following trader changes:
Aurora Tanning is now Ibiza Glow.
The Kebab shop restaurant is due to open in the next few weeks and new frontage is planned.
Tots Playroom may close. There is a crowdfunding site to raise £20K, so that it can become a community asset.

6. Reports from sub-committees

6.1 Planning
Bob Blanks had circulated reports for Bromley and Greenwich. Sian Halcrow-Wilson has submitted objections to the plans for the scout hut. The West Hallowes application has been refused. We will continue to object to the plans for Cerises. Cllrs Cartwright and Rowlands will object to the Aldersgrove Avenue application. Their letter is attached to these minutes. One Mottingham Lane resident has registered her concerns about the proposed padel courts at Eltham College.

6.2 Communications
A detailed report had been circulated by Hilary McVitty. Members present were happy for the sub-committee to go ahead with the next steps. Committee members not present will be invited to submit any comments.

6.3 Festive Lights
 We have £2,682.42 in our account.
 We agreed approximately 22 lampposts with motifs, with fewer in the Bromley area and slightly more in Greenwich. This will mean applying for licences to both Councils. The need to involve Greenwich engineers in removing anti-vandal devices when the lights are installed and dismantled may well involve increased costs. LR to discuss with Festive Decorations.
 We will have a display broadly similar to the one for 2025.
 Lesley has established that because we have a community account, we can’t set up direct debits, so we will invite traders or residents if they would like to set up a monthly standing order.
 We will ask local traders to consider setting up a monthly standing order. We will not ask them to contribute raffle prizes again. LR has drafted letters to residents and traders and these have been approved by the FLC.
 We will ask local residents also to consider a direct debit or standing order. We will offer other alternatives for fund raising – donation of money or a raffle prize.
 We think it would be better to have fewer but bigger raffle prizes. LR to ask the Bat and Ball if they will consider selling raffle tickets and hosting the draw again. 
 We need to be much more thorough in planning the raffle, so that we comply with the regulations. We must have properly printed tickets and we must keep a record of donated raffle prizes and their value, for recording in our subsequent lottery return.
 We think we would like to hold the draw on Saturday 21st November, with tickets costing £5 per strip.
 We think we need to include relevant information and a letter to residents in the next newsletter which will probably go out in March in time for the AGM in April. LR has drafted and circulated, a letter, which has been approved by FLC members,
Update: Festive Decorations will install the Christmas lights on 5th December. A key for the lampposts has to be purchased from Greenwich Council. Festive Decorations will liaise with Greenwich Council engineers to dismantle the anti-vandal straps.
Members present felt it would be nice to have a ‘turning the lights on’ ceremony.
7. Representative reports
7.1 Bromley Councillors.
Cllr Will Rowlands sent in the following report:
The Dorset Road School sale is in its final stages but will be protracted due to the buyer allegedly finding knotweed on site. Will is disputing this and has asked to see the report, which has not yet been forthcoming. He and David have also asked for further evidence that the site will be a Day Nursery - to ensure there isn’t a repeat of the Scout Hut, and a clause in the terms of sale stating it can’t be re-sold within a certain period. 
There was a fire at a house in Castlecombe Road which has left a family having to vacate the property and Will & David are helping support them. Investigations re the cause of the fire are ongoing.
After the drama of the pothole on Mottingham Road, and difficulties around whose responsibility it was, they’ve now had a map provided which shows the boundary line. Greenwich are responsible for all of Mottingham Rd up to the kerbstone of the pavement on the Bromley side. This is to the junction of Court Road, at that point both pavements and roads become Bromley assets.
David has had another meeting about speeding on Grove Park Road and they are coming up with a plan of action to lobby for more adequate road safety measures on the entirety of the road.
7.2 Greenwich Councillors
The Chairman noted that there is a lot going on politically, particularly in Greenwich. Whilst the MRA is apolitical, without being party political, her feeling was that there are general principles involved which might have a negative impact upon Mottingham. Committee members will have read the information on the MRA WhatsApp group. The first issue was around the Labour leaflet stating giving information about the closure of the play centre, albeit it is out of our area. This was followed by an email from Bob Blanks alerting us to an article in the Greenwich Wire about a forthcoming meeting at which there will be a vote to change the Constitution designed to limit scrutiny from opposition councillors and members of the public. There has been a statement of objection to this by the opposition councillors. It was felt that individual committee members need to comment on this. Gail can circulate the appropriate email addresses, even though it is too late to register objections. It was decided that that Gail and Hilary will attend the Council meeting on 18th March.
It is understood that Cathy Dowse is standing down. There are three potential Labour candidates.
8. Treasurer’s Report
Laurie Bell had circulated his report. He has recommended that Mick Wood take over as Treasurer. Mick had been unable to attend this meeting. The Secretary will contact Mick again.
9. Membership Secretary’s Report
Nothing to report.
10. Local issues and members’ concerns
10.1 – Tending the planters
The ceanothus will be donated to MHS and replaced. We need gently to remind the planter ‘guardians’.
10.2 Chris is retiring from the library on 1st April. LR to ask R M-B to include a brief article in the next newsletter.
11. Any other comments from Committee members
11.1 Sian will organise another ‘Make Mottingham Beautiful Day’.
11.2 There is no news about what will happen with the Physio Centre.
11.3 The new coffee shop is opening at the Station. The Chairman will give a ‘Welcome to Mottingham’ card.
12. Any other Business
None
There being no other business, the meeting closed at 8.40pm.
13. Dates of next Executive Committee meetings and AGM:  
Wednesday 29th April 2026 AGM
Thursday 25th June 2026
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