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Chair:  Gail Hodges

Meeting of the Executive Committee held at the Methodist Church at 7.00 pm on Thursday 29th January 2026
1. Welcome and apologies.
Apologies were received from: Sally Babi, Carol Borhani, Laurie Bell, Jane Hill, Daisie Miller, Rachel Travers, Cllr David Cartwright, Cllr Matt Hartley, Cllr Will Rowlands and Cllr Roger Tester.
Present: Robert Blanks, Jane Cornish, Sian Halcrow-Wilson, Gail Hodges, (Chair), Richard Mainwaring-Burton, Hilary McVitty, James Martin and Lesley Robins, (Secretary)
Observers: Christopher Field and Andrew Pain.
2. Draft minutes of the meeting of Thursday 20th November 2025
These were approved subject to spelling corrections. It was noted that some issues recorded under agenda item 11 needed to be followed up, (LR to action)
3. Matters arising not addressed elsewhere on this agenda

3.1. Induction pack
The papers in this pack, drafted by Bob Blanks had been circulated prior to the meeting. Bob outlined the rationale for the pack, which was welcomed by committee members present. Following careful discussion, some key points emerged:
· It was agreed that once a person’s name appears on a ballot paper, then that person would need to withdraw from attendance at committee meetings, until election results are declared. This relates to people standing for election to an official office, e.g. Council, MP or any other office that might create a conflict of interest as regards their involvement as an MRA Committee member.
· There was general agreement on the importance of treating committee meeting discussions as confidential. There should be a general statement to that effect at the start of each meeting.
· Draft minutes should be treated as confidential until they are made final and published on the MRA website.
· We need to be clear which events are being led by the MRA and which supported by the MRA.
· It was also agreed that we should explore the possibility and cost of taking out Trustee Liability Insurance, (LR to action)

3.2. Family Funfair Proposal 2026, (see notes attached here, forwarded by Cllr David Cartwright)
“Following successful events by Billy Davis Funfairs across the borough in 2025, they would like to propose they return in 2026, continuing to provide entertainment to the community during the summer months.
This event has taken place in this park previously, with much success.
 We are consulting you in advance to see if you have any objections, advisory comments, or feedback ahead of seeking final approval.
 Event Details:
· Event: Family Funfair with Hot Food, Refreshments, Games Stalls, and Rides
· Event Date: 6th - 9th August
· Location: Mottingham Foxes Fields
· Set-up: From 3rd August (after 10:00am to allow for safe school drop-off and reduced traffic)
· Opening Hours
· Thursday & Friday: 4:00pm – 9:00pm
· Saturday & Sunday: From approximately 12:00 noon
· Clear-down and offsite: By 10th August
· Anticipated Attendance: No more than 400 people at any one time
· Audience: Targeted at families, but open to all
· Safety: Risk assessments will be finalised and approved once consultation is complete
· Website: www.wdavisandsonsfunfairs.co.uk
We look forward to receiving any comments, concerns, or recommendations you may have regarding this proposal by Wednesday 21st January 2026. Your feedback is valuable to ensure the event runs smoothly and respects the needs of the local community.”
Committee members considered this proposal carefully. It was agreed that Hilary McVitty and Sian Halcrow-Wilson will contact Idverde, seeking clarification and assurance, particularly issues around health and safety, noise levels and numbers attending.
4. Chairman’s Report
Gail Hodges has nothing specific to report.
5. Reports from sub-committees
5.1 Planning
Bob Blanks had circulated his reports for Bromley and Greenwich. It was noted that:
· The Croft application has been refused.
· The Court Road/Darnley Close application had been withdrawn.
· There had been as yet no news on the zebra crossing by Eltham College.
· Although The Lavidge Road HMO application had been refused, it continues to function as an HMO. Cllr Tester is in touch with the neighbour affected by this.
· It was understood that conveyancing regarding the Dorset Road site was in process.

5.2 Communications
This sub-committee has not yet met.

5.3 Festive Lights
There is £2,662.42 left in the FLC account. The Committee has yet to meet to consider plans for 2026.
6. Representative reports
There were no reports from Councillors.
There had been a Ward Panel meeting, the minutes of which had been forwarded by Sally Babi, who provided this additional comment: “The only additional points discussed were regarding the armed police incident; the local police were given very little information other than this was a planned operation to target some very nasty criminals and although it was very unfortunate that so many people and children had to experience this, it was deemed the safest place for a controlled stop. The figures for violence include domestics which can’t be separated and reclassification of GBH definition has elevated the statistics slightly.”
7. Treasurer’s Report
Laurie Bell’s report had been circulated.
8. Membership Secretary’s Report
Nothing to report.
9. Local issues and members’ concerns
9.1 Sometimes Veolia staff are careless. For example, sometimes emptied bins are left blocking pavements and rubbish is dropped. Cllr Rowlands is pursuing this matter.
9.2 There remain ongoing concerns about general littering in various parts of the village. Sian Halcrow-Wilson will check the ownership of the path leading from the A20 to Mottingham Station.
9.3 A car has been towed onto the land by Sequana. Jane Cornish will report on ‘Fix my Street’.
10. Any other comments from Committee members
None
11. Any other Business
11.1 The Mottingham Traders Association, (in its infancy) should be considered as a member of the MRA and a possible representative is to be approached by Hilary McVitty.
11.2 Committee members noted regret at the death of Jim Heath, a long term Mottingham resident, who had been very active in Mottingham affairs.
There being no other business, the meeting closed at 8.50pm.

12. Dates of next Executive Committee meetings and AGM:  

Thursday 12th March 2026 
Wednesday 29th April 2026 AGM
Thursday 25th June 2026
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