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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF 
THE MOTTINGHAM RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION
HELD ON THURSDAY 10th APRIL 2025 AT 7.00PM
IN THE METHODIST CHURCH HALL


1. APOLOGIES: were received from: Sue Biro, Cathy Dowse. Sian Halcrow-Wilson, Bob Lawrie, Mr and Mrs Manoo, James Martin. 

2. MINUTES OF THE AGM 2024:  

Subject to the year date being added, the proposal that the minutes be approved was 

Proposed by Will Rowlands and seconded by Hilary McVitty

Following a vote by show of hands it was unanimously resolved that

The Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of 26th May 2024 are hereby approved as a true record.

3. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

The Chairman, Gail Hodges, opened the meeting by welcoming Clive Efford MP to the meeting.

She then gave the following overview of the local issues the MRA had been, and continues to be involved with.

Festive Lights
This year’s festive light display was very lovely, but was limited by the cost. Most people assume this is Council - funded but the huge majority of the thousands of pounds required are raised by voluntary contributions from residents. This year, the Festive Lights Committee is looking to raise £4,250, plan to start the fundraising earlier than usual, and hope to involve the traders. 
 
Planning
One of the MRA’s functions is to monitor planning applications within the MRA boundary, on both the Bromley and Greenwich sides, and support residents who have concerns. If necessary, MRA Committee members will also attend the Local Planning Committee meeting to speak on their behalf. In the past year, there have been many applications with which we have become involved. Anyone interested can access the planning portal of the appropriate borough.

Gail gave examples of recent planning issues.

The Scout Hut on Court Farm Road. There have been two separate planning applications to convert this building to a residential dwelling. These applications have been refused, partly because of the site being Metropolitan Open Land, with tighter restrictions. 

Bridge House on the corner of Crossmead, opposite the station. As mentioned at last year’s meeting, developers have applied to build 32 residential units - apartments and town houses - but with no social housing, on the site. The first application was refused, and was resubmitted after a bit of tweaking, but was again refused after a huge campaign by Crossmead residents, supported by Cllr Matt Hartley. The developers have now appealed to the Planning Inspectorate, so it’s out of our hands. 

9 Avondale Road. An application was submitted to convert this semi-detached house to an HMO. After an excellent campaign by the residents of the road, which already has one unlicensed HMO, the application was refused, not least because of a shared balcony between a children’s bedroom and a communal kitchen. The house was then put up for auction, but was not sold, then was allegedly sold to the same developer under a different company name. That developer then applied for conversion to two separate flats, allowing potentially an even greater number of people to live there. The neighbours are concerned that this is an HMO, but unlicensed. There was supposed to be a decision this morning but apparently the planning officer is on leave, so the situation at this point is unresolved. 

8 West Park. The owners of 28 West Park submitted an application to sell off part of their garden in order to build 6 houses with no car or emergency vehicle access.  These houses would be within 6 feet of Court Rd gardens, and involve a very narrow alley from West Park into the site, running along the house and garden of 30 West Park.  Greenwich planning dept recommended approval, without a site visit being done. At the LPC meeting, after hearing affected neighbours and Councillors speaking, it was arranged that a site visit would be done. However, this was put on hold due to ‘’technical issues’’. After a freedom of information submission, it was discovered that this was because the Borough Fire Commander did not approve the dry riser plan, and that the Flood Officer also had concerns - both points that objectors had raised on Day 1, and despite which the planning officer recommended approval. So, the outcome is still awaited.

The latest concerning planning application is that to convert 29, Lavidge Road to an HMO. Number 25 is already an HMO, as is the opposite house, number 54. The MRA is currently looking at this, and attempting to support affected residents. 

Footpath
At last year’s meeting, it was reported that the MRA had obtained funding from Bromley Council to build the said footpath, allowing access, particularly in wet weather, for prams and wheelchairs, to the playground. Happily, after a few hiccups, the footpath is in place and is very well used. It could be wider, but it definitely is a welcome addition.

Playground
Residents with access to small children may be aware of the huge improvements in the playground on Mottingham Fields - or Foxes Fields as it is also known. This is totally down to the amazing fundraising efforts of three very special women - Rachel Travers, Sian Halcrow-Wilson and Tamsin Wright. MRA can’t claim any hand in this, other than giving them an official bank account, in which to store the money they raised.  

However, it kick-started collaboration, and we’re very pleased that Rachel and Sian now sit on the MRA committee. 

Working alongside Bromley Council and Idverde, there is now an official and very active Friends of Foxes Fields group, headed by Rachel, Sian and Sally Babi. If anyone is interested in joining, they are asked to speak with Rachel or Sally later. 

Improvement work continues. Residents may have seen the Make Mottingham Beautiful poster. This is an event, organised by the MRA, and FFF, with the possible involvement of the Good Gym. This takes place on Saturday 26th April at 10am, meeting outside the Bat & Ball. MRA is sure that many residents are weary of the litter, the numerous stickers over doorways, and the general air of some of the village being uncared for. So, a start is being made.

Planters
By the same principle, MRA hopes that residents are all enjoying the planters. This was an MRA project that started 4 years ago, funded by Greenwich and latterly Bromley councils. It has been a long haul, with lots of bureaucracy along the way, but finally the project has been completed. MRA hopes that residents will agree that they’re a very positive addition to the area. Bromley Council planted up their planters. Residents shopped for the plants for the Greenwich planters, which were planted up by students from Capel Manor Horticultural College. Various residents and traders have adopted specific planters for watering, but it is hoped that the community as a whole will feel a sense of ownership and do a bit of watering whenever possible, especially over the coming summer months. Mottingham Horticultural Society has expressed an interest in helping too, and will discuss this at their next committee meeting. Unfortunately, two of the central plants were stolen from one planter within a few days of being planted, so MRA would be grateful if everyone could please keep an eye out. 

Traffic issues
Grove Park Road 
Following a spate of serious road traffic collisions (RTCs) over the past couple of years, especially around the 'S Bend', both ways, from Foxes Field to the Mottingham Lane roundabout, Councillors David Cartwright and Will Rowlands have been working with Eltham College to look at what can be achieved in terms of improving road safety. It has been agreed between the College and the Council that works will be undertaken outside the College to try to slow traffic and make the area safer for pedestrians. These works include the installation of an electronic visual speed sign outside No. 12 GPR (already now installed) and a formal road safety audit outside the school (now completed). Agreement between the College and the Council has now been reached for a new pedestrian crossing in the run-up to the roundabout (for which the College has agreed to pay) and the installation of double yellow lines both sides of Court Farm Rd for 20m or so southwards from the roundabout, to prevent parking which currently causes much concern. 

More recently another serious RTC occurred which demolished part of the wall bordering the house on the corner of GPR and The Crossway. Local residents in the area - supported by Cllr Rowlands and the Committee Chair - have been raising a petition for improved traffic-slowing measures for both sides of the S Bend. Meanwhile Cllr Rowlands and the Chair have been liaising with the Leader of the Council to see if two-way speed cameras can be installed in GPR both along the long straight from Grove Park and also within the S Bend itself.
A full 24hr/day speed survey will be undertaken over the next few weeks to assess all aspects of the speed of traffic in both directions.
Grove Park Rd falls under the responsibility of the Mayor of London and it is interesting to note that, some 8 years ago, the Mayor put a blanket moratorium on new speed cameras across London. Notwithstanding this, Leader of Bromley Council is willing, once the speed survey results are in, to write to the Mayor to ask him to lift the moratorium in this specific case. They have been told that there is no money available for heavy duty bollards which would protect pedestrians on the pavement. 

West Hallowes
It was noted that Councillor Matt Hartley would report on this issue later in the meeting.

Library
The library is closing for renovation from April until the end of the summer. Chris Davis and her team will be continuing to provide some services for Mottingham residents in the Methodist Church Hall every Friday morning - 

9.45-10.15 Baby Time
10.30 -11.15. Toddler time
11.30 -12.30 Adult coffee & biscuits with board games / puzzles, and including the London talk once a month, and Cake & Quiz once a month. In the summer there may be something for school age children.

On behalf of the MRA and Mottingham residents, Gail noted that we are incredibly lucky to have Chris and her team as part of our community, and invited all present to join her in thanking her, with a round of applause. Appreciation for the work of Chris and her team was wholeheartedly endorsed by everyone present.

Chris then gave a further brief update, thanking Bromley Councillors for ensuring sufficient funds for the refurbishment, looking to invest in Mottingham. It was a huge honour to have all this improved provision on Mottingham. The refurbished library will have a sensory space for adults and children. She informed the meeting that Mottingham Library is the first in Britain to have an interactive map for children. A leaflet outlining temporary activities was left for residents.

Change of boundary 
Since the last AGM, there has been a change of boundaries within our constituency, and is now Eltham & Chislehurst, as opposed to Eltham. The Council boundaries remain pretty much the same. 

Youth Centre Provision
Everyone is aware of difficult financial decisions having to be made. As part of that, there are considerable concerns about youth centre provision.

There is currently a review of all play centres, and Cllr Hartley is concerned that services will be cut, but hopes that the Coldharbour Adventure Play Centre will not be adversely affected. With the possibility that Coldharbour Police Station may close, a combination of these factors could have a knock-on effect of an increase in anti-social behaviour more locally. 
Similarly, in Bromley borough, there is concern around the closure of Castlecombe Youth Centre. The Councillors have been reassured that there will be no loss of service. However, the MRA will be watching this situation very carefully, and look forward to the promised public consultation. 
Capel Manor
Capel Manor runs numerous and varied courses for all ages across the Mottingham site and its other sites. Details will be on the MRA website, as well as the Capel Manor website. 

Finally, Gail wanted to mention that Mottingham would soon be losing Tess and Ray Andrew. Ray had lived in Mottingham for all his 84 years. He and his wife had contributed so much to the Mottingham community in many different ways. The Chair invited all present to wish them well in their move to a retirement community in the countryside and to thank them so very much for their huge contribution to our community. All present endorsed this expression of appreciation

4. MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY’S REPORT:

Before he began his report, Richard Mainwaring-Burton wished to put on record the Committee’s thanks to Gail Hodges, our Chairman, for all her hard work over the past three years. These thanks were endorsed by all present.

He then reported the following:
Membership is recorded by residence or household.
Richard offered many thanks to the 29 Road Reps, (2 up from last year) and the Section Leaders. We are now getting access to 50 more residences, because of valuable support from Rachel Travers.
Richard is always looking to welcome more Road Reps to take on a road or two. Ideally, 80 Road Reps are needed. The system works best when the Road Rep lives in the road where he/she collects subscriptions. Subscriptions are usually collected once or twice. There are currently 1,993 residences, with 80 road sheets with about 26 residences on each road sheet on average. 706 donations had been received this year. Many residents now pay by bank transfer, but with SumUp it is not necessarily known who has paid a subscription using that method.
There is a move towards setting up online subscriptions on the website. There are 731 emails on the membership records. These are strictly controlled privacy policy. About 50 emails bounce back,

5. TREASURER’S REPORT. 

Lawrie Bell provided the following report.

Copies of the audited accounts for the year to 31st March 2025 which had been produced, audited and signed were available.

Subscription income for the last year was up £392 on the previous year at £2,281. This indicates an increased paying membership of approximately 760 (up from 630).
Donations were down at £110 from £290 previous year. It remains impossible to distinguish from SumUp (and some road sheets) which is a subscription or a donation, but the Treasurer generally treats any amount of an individual payment in excess of £3 as a donation.

Total income, after ‘non MRA’ items for the year amounted to £2,476, up £297 on previous year. Expenditure was substantially up at £5,199. This reflects the additional contribution to the Festive Lights Fund (extra £500) and a contribution of £3,088 towards the additional footpath at Foxes Field. The LBB Jubilee Fund paid £20,000 towards it. Fortunately, no defibrillator costs were incurred in the past year.

Funds now in the current account at Barclays Bank, at 31st March, are £24,186.72 of which £9,516 continues to be held towards the cost of the RBG village planters. LBB confirmed a £10,000 grant towards the planters on the LBB side, but we have not yet been able to agree final costs including delivery. The supplier (Broxap, based in Shropshire) confirmed they would charge £1,085 for a 200-mile delivery and drop off but LBB want to charge an additional £2,800 for a 3-mile delivery,

Going forward, Lawrie Bell recommended that;
a) The Annual Subscription, which was last raised to £3 in 2021, is increased to £5. Costs in recent years have risen and there is now the ongoing cost of maintaining the lovely new planters. In the past there has been a stated aim to build our reserves up to £20,000 and this increase should assist that over the years ahead. Current reserves stand at £13,981
b) There is continued support for the Festive Lights to a minimum sum of £500, and;
c) Bernie Hawes, FCCA, again be appointed Auditor for the year 2025/26.

Lawrie thanked all the Section Leaders and Road Stewards for their continued support in delivering Newsletters and notices and hopefully for collecting subscriptions again this year. He reinforced the appeal for more people to volunteer to be Road Reps.

Finally, Lawrie expressed thanks to Bernie Hawes who audited the accounts very promptly to ensure availability for this AGM.

The motion that the audited accounts for the financial year ending 31st March 2025 be received and adopted and that the recommendations that subscriptions be raised to £5 and that the Festive Lights Committee be supported to the sum of £500 was proposed by Sally Babi and seconded by David Cartwright.

Following a show of hands, it was resolved that:

The audited accounts for the Financial Year 31st March 2025 are hereby received and adopted.


6. ELECTION OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE AND OFFICERS;

6.1 COMMITTEE

Gail Hodges reported that the current members of the Executive Committee have agreed to continue to serve if required, with one exception. It was noted that, sadly, Bob Lawrie had stood down from the Committee, because of his increasing church commitments. Thanks were extended to him for all his hard work and unstinting support of the MRA. 

The current Committee is made up of the following individuals:

Lawrie Bell, Sally Babi, Robert Blanks, Carol Borhani, Jane Cornish, Sian Halcrow-Wilson, Gail Hodges, Hilary McVitty, Richard Mainwaring -Burton, James Martin, Graham Soars, Lesley Robins and Rachel Travers.

The motion that:

Lawrie Bell, Sally Babi, Robert Blanks, Carol Borhani, Jane Cornish, Sian Halcrow-Wilson, Gail Hodges, Hilary McVitty, Richard Mainwaring -Burton, James Martin, Graham Soars, Lesley Robins and Rachel Travers be re-elected to serve on the Committee until the conclusion of the next AGM

was proposed by Fran Anderson and seconded by Tessa Andrew

After a show of hands, the motion was carried.

Gail Hodges reminded residents that if anyone is interested in joining the Executive Committee, they are welcome to put their names forward but we recommend that they attend one or two meetings first to observe how it operates and what the commitment might involve.  The next meeting is scheduled to be held in the Methodist Church Hall at 7.00 pm on Thursday 26th June. Residents can of course just turn up but if anyone is interested, they are asked to pass on their details to the Secretary, who will make sure interested parties receive notice of the next meeting, 

6.2 CHAIRMAN 

Lesley Robins, Secretary, reported that Gail Hodges had agreed to stand for re-election to this role.

There being no other nominations, the nomination of Gail Hodges as Chairman for the coming year was proposed by Bob Blanks and seconded by Sally Babi.

Following a show of hands, Gail Hodges was duly re-elected as Chairman until the conclusion of the next AGM.

6.3 DEPUTY CHAIRMAN

Gail Hodges took over the chairing of the meeting.

She reported that Richard Mainwaring-Burton is the current Deputy Chairman and is happy to continue in this role subject to approval.  

There being no other nominations, the re-election of Richard Mainwaring-Burton as Deputy Chairman was proposed by Beverley Howard and seconded by Caroline Soars.

Following a show of hands Richard Mainwaring-Burton was duly re-elected as Deputy Chairman until the conclusion of the next AGM.


6.4 SECRETARY	

Lesley Robins had agreed to serve in this role for the coming year.
 
There being no other nominations, the re-election of Lesley Robins as Honorary Secretary was proposed by Gail Hodges and seconded by Bob Blanks.

Following a show of hands, Lesley Robins was duly re-elected as Honorary Secretary until the conclusion of the next AGM.			


6.5 HONORARY TREASURER	

Lawrie Bell had held this post for the last few years and thankfully had agreed, under duress (!) to stand for re-election in this role.

There being no other nominations, the re-election of Lawrie Bell as Honorary Treasurer was proposed by Lesley Robins and seconded by Bob Blanks

Following a show of hands, Lawrie Bell was duly re-elected as Honorary Treasurer until the conclusion of the next AGM.			


6.6 MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY 

Richard Mainwaring-Burton had been Membership Secretary for the last couple of years and we are grateful that he had agreed to stand for re-election.
 
There being no other nominations, the re-election of Richard Mainwaring-Burton as Membership Secretary was proposed by Bob Blanks and seconded by Ted Rowlands.

Following a show of hands, Richard Mainwaring-Burton was duly re-elected as Membership Secretary Treasurer until the conclusion of the next AGM.			
6.7 AUDITOR	

Bernie Hawes had kindly audited the MRA’s accounts for a number of years now and the Executive Committee were happy to recommend that he continue to do so, unless anyone had an objection and/or wanted to propose someone else. 

There being no other nominations, the re-election of Bernie Hawes as Auditor was proposed by Bob Blanks and seconded by Caroline Soars

Following a show of hands, Bernie Hawes was duly re-elected as Auditor Treasurer until the conclusion of the next AGM.	
	
7. Any Other Business
The Chairman invited Clive Efford MP to speak to the meeting.

Mr Efford offered the following remarks:

He thanked the MRA for inviting him to attend this AGM. He was very impressed by the large MRA membership.

He was first elected in 1997 and was in his 28th year as a MP, having been a Greenwich Councillor for 11 years prior to that. He is a community-based MP with his staff based locally, Recent achievements had only been successful because of community backing and local support. Some of these include the Eltham Community Hospital, the Eltham Leisure Centre and in the past, Coldharbour Police Station.

Mr Efford noted that Chislehurst and Mottingham have very different needs.

With regard to local issues, Mr Efford registered his concern about the future of Coldharbour Police Station and the importance of locating services in the middle of a community. He was lobbying hard on the issue. He acknowledged the concern about HMOs but there could be examples of good HMOs meeting significant, genuine housing needs.

Mr Efford was thanked for his presentation.

8. Q and A session
Councillor Matt Hartley provided the following update to the meeting. 

Coldharbour Police Base was a number one issue.1500 people had signed a petition and Cllrs Matt Hartley and Roger Tester had met with the Deputy Mayor of London for Policing alongside Thomas Turrell, the Assembly Member for the Bromley side, to lobby her to keep the base open and ensure it is also used by Bromley Police.

Cllr Hartley thanked residents and the MRA for backing a successful petition signed by 2,500 that had helped to bring back the Loop train service, providing a viable commuting route again.

The attempt by London City Airport to end the weekend respite had been rejected. Once again, an example of team effort and ‘people power’

The West Hallowes situation, where the traffic accessing the A20 by doing rat runs through West Hallowes is a really dangerous situation, in addition to the access from West Park being incredibly dangerous for pedestrians. 

Councillors on the Greenwich side continue to be very involved with consulting with residents of West Hallowes and Luxfield Rd. 
The councillors on the Greenwich side had been chasing Greenwich Council to respond to the latest petition on West Hallowes traffic problems
After several delays, Greenwich Council confirmed it will launch a consultation in May 2025. 
The consultation will ask for Mottingham residents' views on two proposals - introducing a 'No Left Turn' at the BOTTOM of West Hallowes (so you can't turn left onto the A20) OR introducing a 'No Left Turn' at the TOP of West Hallowes (so you can't turn left from West Park into West Hallowes)
There will be lots of strong views and differences of opinions about this, and it's important that everyone has the opportunity to have their say
The Council will write to residents with more information in May, and the ward councillors will keep everyone updated too.

There followed some debate between residents. One resident wanted it noted that whilst they appreciated the concerns expressed by West Hallowes residents, West Park residents were also very concerned. She felt they had not been properly consulted and that the problem will just be transferred to another road. Heavy goods vehicles ignore the speed ramps in West Park Road. She felt that a small group of ‘nimbies’ were trying to shunt the problem elsewhere. A West Hallowes resident wished to say that it was the speed of traffic there that was one major concern, and strongly objected to the use of the word ‘nimbies’.

Cllr Hartley pointed out that every road in Mottingham has a traffic problem. 98% of West Park residents say that the traffic measures there have been ineffective. Cllr Hartley also wanted it noted that he and Cllr Tester had personally put letters through the doors of everyone living in West Park and all the affected roads, which they represent equally. He said that with all traffic problems it is easy to find consensus on the problems, but very difficult to find consensus on potential solutions. That is why it was important that everyone had their say in the coming consultation. Everyone would be updated with any news about, and following the consultation.

The Crossway resident whose property had been damaged by a speeding car wanted it noted that the police were not treating traffic accidents where drugs may have been involved as a crime. Clive Efford said he would pursue the matter on behalf of this resident.

Cllr David Cartwright pointed out that there was a wider issue around police enforcement. Bromley Neighbourhood teams are under resourced and officers are often sent up to London for duties there. The meeting was offered reassurance that Safer Neighbourhood Teams will be protected and will grow, despite a big hole in the Metropolitan Police budget,

The Police now have extra powers with regard to e-bikes.

A question was raised about the future use of the Dorset Road site and the view expressed that there should be consultation on its use. Cllr Cartwright reported that the site had been dormant for some time and had now been transferred to the local authority. It is not a big site. The private sector was not apparently interested, so ‘pods’ are being considered. These provide modest dwellings, are reasonably priced and have 25 years life. The proposal is considered to be socially responsible.

In answer to a question about the disposal of sharp knives, following house clearances, the resident was advised that there is a knife amnesty bin at Sutcliffe Park.

9. AOB

There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.40pm
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