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MOTTINGHAM RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION
Chair:  Gail Hodges
Meeting of the Executive Committee held at the Methodist Church at 7.00 pm on Thursday 20th November 2025
1. Welcome 
The Chair welcomed Jane Hill as an observer at the meeting, with a view to her hopefully joining as a committee member.

Congratulations were extended to Cllr Matt Hartley on the birth of his son.

2. Apologies were received from Laurie Bell, Robert Blanks, Carol Borhani, James Martin and Cllrs Matt Hartley and Roger Tester
Present: Sally Babi, Jane Cornish, Sian Halcrow-Wilson, Gail Hodges, (Chairman), Hilary McVitty, Richard Mainwaring- Burton, Daisie Miller, Lesley Robins, (Secretary), Rachel Travers.

Observer: Jane Hill
3. Draft minutes of the meeting of Thursday 18th September 2025
Approved as an accurate record, subject to a spelling correction. It was noted that some issues recorded under agenda item 11 need to be followed up, (LR to action)
4. Matters arising not addressed elsewhere on this agenda
None.
5. Chairman’s Report
· The Halloween event had been a really good evening, a very successful community event, with about 300/400 children attending. Musti had encouraged other traders to be involved.

· It was agreed that it would be helpful to have a trader on the committee.

· The Remembrance Sunday event went well. There was an issue with six double decker buses blocking roads. This has been followed up by Laurie Bell and we have a person to contact in future years. There were a few abusive drivers. Lidl did eventually remember that they had been alerted to the planned event. The Warrs forecourt is unlikely to be available in future years as the premises will become an MOT Centre. A few people went to the Church Hall afterwards. It will be useful to remind people that tea and coffee will be available after the event.

· The Old Bank physio centre is closing.

· The library will be re-opening on 26.11.25. Work on the bench will be completed in time.

· The Beauty Spot, (old drapers) is to become an extension of the kebab shop.
· The old hairdresser’s shop on the corner is rumoured to become a butcher’s shop.
· It was noted by Sian Halcrow-Wilson that there is an improvement in the doors and frontages, but there is still more to do.

· Hilary McVitty noted that the cold weather will impact on the planters.
6. Report from the planning sub-committee
Planning application reports for Bromley and Greenwich had been circulated by Robert Blanks. Dr Lindsay Maxwell has registered objection to the Eltham College Planning Application 25/03676/FPA, in a letter sent to the Chairman and the Secretary. Another resident has also objected. The MRA has registered concerns. Robert Blanks is exploring the issue further. 
There remain ongoing concerns about the Youth Centre. The plans are being thoroughly scrutinised, although the centre is out or our area and not really our remit.
7. Representative reports
There were no councillors present and no reports had been submitted.
Sally Babi did report that, as far as Bromley Police are concerned, priorities remain the same. She has reported the BP thefts. There is a big push to eliminate shop lifting.
8. Treasurer’s Report
Laurie Bell had circulated his report. He noted that subscriptions income is nearly £800 up on the total for last year. We will need to see later in the year how overall subscription income compares with the number of subscriptions and what impact, if any, the subscriptions increase has had on membership numbers.
The Committee was reminded that a new Treasurer will be required at the AGM.
It was noted that just over £1,000 remains in the playground fund. It was agreed that this could be used to fund a table tennis table.
Discussion then centred round the poor quality of work done by Idverde. It was felt that the MRA needs to press local councillors on this matter. 

It was also agreed that it will be helpful to set up a separate group to look at playground issues.
9. Membership Secretary’s Report
This was dealt with under agenda item 11.
10. Festive Lights Committee Report

Lesley Robins had circulated an update. The Christmas Lights will be installed on Friday 5th December and will be turned on at 4.00pm. Some celebratory activities are planned.
11. Local issues and members’ concerns

· Michelle Harvie has contacted the MRA to enquire whether digital countdown displays can be installed in the main bus stop shelters in Court Road and Mottingham Road.
· There had been a request from a resident of Porcupine Close that the one-way system there be made clearer or that cctv might be installed. Drivers are turning right into that road, endangering motorists and pedestrians.

· Rachel Travers reported that local traders have to pay £8,000 to their landlord/s for the maintenance of the walkway by the flats. It was recommended that it might be useful to contact the Town Centre Manager and/or to submit an FoI, enquiring about the cost of this maintenance.
· The HMO at 21 Portland Road is causing significant distress for neighbours at 23 because of the behaviour of some of the inhabitants including, anti-social behaviour, threatening behaviour, swearing and shouting at night, and drug taking. The Police have been called out on a number of occasions. It was noted that it is important to keep contacting the Police and the Council, through their out of hours service. Concerns had also been expressed about the distressed neighbour of 7, Dorset Road.
12. Any other Business

Discussion surrounding the website, membership database, distribution of newsletters and collection of subscriptions, (please see attached notes from Robert Blanks and Richard Mainwaring-Burton)
The paper submitted by Richard Mainwaring-Burton, (already circulated) was judged to be very helpful in planning the publications programme. A communications sub-committee, comprising Richard Mainwaring-Burton, Hilary McVitty, Daisie Miller and Jane Hill, was established, to plan and implement the way forward.
There is work ongoing to look at replacing the planters on the pavement leading to Mottingham Station. Richard Mainwaring-Burton has drawn up some plans and is investigating costs. There is a need to establish who owns the planters and the land.

There being no other business, the meeting closed at 9.00pm.

13. Dates of next Executive Committee meetings and AGM:  
Thursday 29th January 2026, (note change of date)
Thursday 12th March 2026, (note change of date)
Wednesday 29th April 2026 AGM

Thursday 25th June 2026
2 | Page

