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MOTTINGHAM RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION
Chair:  Gail Hodges
Meeting of the Executive Committee held at the Methodist Church at 7.00 pm on Thursday 18th September 2025
1. Welcome and apologies
Apologies: Robert Blanks, Sian Halcrow-Wilson, Hilary McVitty, Cllrs David Cartwright and Cathy Dowse.
Present: Sally Babi, Laurie Bell, Carol Borhani, Jane Cornish, Gail Hodges, (Chairman), Richard Mainwaring-Burton, James Martin, Daisie Miller, Graham Soars, Rachel Travers and Lesley Robins, (secretary)
In attendance: Cllrs Matt Hartley, Roger Tester and Will Rowlands
2. Draft minutes of the meeting of Thursday 26th June 2025
These were approved as an accurate record.

With regard to minute 5.10, Committee members wished to confirm that it is acknowledged that Councillors’ fundamental duty is to their constituents within their ward.
3. Matters arising not addressed elsewhere on this agenda
None
4. Representative reports.
As the Greenwich Councillors needed to leave the meeting by 8.00pm, it was agreed to receive representative reports at the start of the meeting.

4.1. Councillors, Greenwich
Councillor Matt Hartley reported the following:
· The increasing number of HMOs, a few of which may be unlicensed, is an ongoing concern. One difficulty is that the deficiencies in the Greenwich Local Plan, which has weak protections regarding HMOs, have made the area vulnerable. There is therefore a risk of saturation in a relatively small area. HMOs in Lavidge Road have been inspected and will be re-inspected. The Chairman reported that the family living at 27 Lavidge Road is very distressed by the behaviour of young men living at 25 and 29 Lavidge Road. There may be another HMO at 34 Lavidge Road and there are two HMOs at 4 and 18 Bowmead Once they are established it is very difficult to remove an HMO. Cllr Hartley has gained unanimous support for putting in more protections, but this won’t happen until 2027. The Councillors have developed a good model for drafting objections. Residents need to know that the MRA and local councillors are supporting them. All unpleasant activities should be reported to the Police. The probationary service assesses the risk level of ex-offenders living in HMOs. It is important to note that there are HMOs where there are no problems. Richard Mainwaring-Burton suggested that it might be helpful to provide a standard letter to residents affected.
· The application relating to 28 West Park had been refused. The grounds for objection were very strong.

· ‘SE9’ magazine seems to raise inappropriate criticisms of the MRA. However, there is a new editor in place and Gail Hodges will make contact with him.

· Greenwich Council has consulted on the traffic issues surrounding West Park and West Hallowes. Three options have been put forward:
1. No entry from West Hallowes/Luxfield onto the A20.

2. No entry from West Park into West Hallowes

3. Weight restriction on HGVs at the top of West Hallowes
The outcomes of the consultation are awaited.

· The traffic lights at Court Road were now working correctly. The two adjacent road works had caused a great deal of congestion. TfL will look at the phasing of the lights.

Police, Greenwich

There is a meeting in September to look at the Coldharbour base.

4.2 Bromley Councillors
Councillor Will Rowlands reported the following:
· The Mottingham library windows have been ordered. There had been some delay because of issues with Clarion. The library will be opened on 26.11.25 and the mayor will attend.
· The autumn leafing programme is beginning.

· With regard to the hole in Mottingham Road, Thames Water has been contacted four times.

· There has been success in dealing with fly-tipping in Court Farm Road, where a link with Star Lane and an illegal tip had been established and the Police were pursuing this.

· Work on the footpath has begun. There should have been a concrete, rather than a timber, edging and the base isn’t deep enough. Idverde will be doing this work at no cost because it is still under guarantee.

· The Dorset Road site is on the market and there have been some expressions of interest.
5. Preparations for Armistice Day Remembrance
This will take place on Sunday 9th November 2025. Laurie Bell will order three advance warning signs at a cost of £205 plus VAT. It was agreed that the road closure times will be 10.15am to 12.15pm. Laurie will contact Lidl. James Martin will alert the rugby players and Eltham College can provide traffic cones. Hi-vis jackets to be found. Volunteers who can support include Sally Babi. Bob Blanks, Gail Hodges and Jane Cornish. More volunteers would be welcome
6. Chairman’s Report
Gail Hodges provided the following report:
· She proposed that Daisie Miller be co-opted onto the Committee, with a view to standing for election at the AGM. All present supported this proposal.
· She suggested that as and when the Dorset Road site is sold, there should be residents’ parking permits. Committee members agreed.
· With regard to concerns about NISA, it was suggested that it may perhaps be appropriate to contact Trading Standards.

· The MRA is not on the Residents’ Associations list.
· Concerns remain about speeding on Grove Park Road. James Martin noted that Eltham Collage will pay for a zebra crossing, the college grounds barriers had been reinforced and that the College had received a Gold Award for TfL for significant reductions in car use. It was agreed that an approach to the Mayor of London be made requesting the installation of speed cameras. It was also agreed that residents in Grove Park Road would be approached to see if any individuals would be willing to hold speed cameras.

· Gail had been contacted by a resident, who raised concerns about the apparent lack of information on the MRA website. Gail gave an extensive reply to this resident, clarifying many issues and inviting her to attend a committee meeting as an observer. The resident was not at this meeting.
· The Mottingham Station planters are in sorry state. Richard Mainwaring-Burton will see what ‘Men in Sheds’ can do to help.
7. Report from the planning sub-committee
· A number of issues, (HMOs, West Park), had already been addressed by the Greenwich Councillors in their report.

· There had been a new application to convert the Scout Hut from Class F, (Public Halls), to Class E. There is no mention of nursery building requirements and it is unclear whether the ultimate intention is to build a house. The Committee was advised that much depends on the Council’s local plans and designation. Any developers would undertake a survey. The MRA needs to submit objections.
· There was much discussion and some disagreement about the planning application for the Youth Centre. The application seeks to replace the current Youth Centre building, which has reached its end of life, with a new extension to Castlecombe Children and Family Centre. Laurie Bell expressed significant reservations about the feasibility of the proposal, with specific reference to the available space. Councillor Rowlands reported that his understanding is that the site will have dual functions, that this is an opportunity to two services to operate out of one centre. The commitment that the service for young people remains. It was agreed that the Councillors and the planning sub-committee will closely scrutinise the application and will liaise.
8. Treasurer’s Report
· The cheque to LBB for the Planters was finally presented on 29th July. No other transactions have taken place since the last meeting.

· The bank balance now stands at £15,573.09.
· With Newsletters and Road sheets soon to go out, subscriptions will no doubt start to arrive in September/October.
9. Membership Secretary’s Report
There was nothing significant to report. The Newsletter had gone to print and the road sheets will be sent out.
10.  Festive Lights Committee Report

· The lights will be installed on 6th December 2025 and taken down on 6th January 2026.
· We have our licence from Bromley Council.

· Laurie Bell will order the Christmas tree at an approximate cost of £110.

· Bromley and Greenwich councils will be approached with regard to some grant funding.

· Lesley Robins extended grateful thanks to Rachel Travers who had offered to take round the appeal letter and donation form to our local traders.

· The appeal letter to residents will go out with the Newsletter.

11. Local issues and members’ concerns

Rachel Travers reported that the second phase of the park was going through. There will be a metal trim trail. The bench is to be re-instated, thanks to support from Councillor Rowlands. The remaining funds will be possibly be used for a table tennis table.
12. Any other Business

Gail Hodges expressed the Committee’s sincere thanks to Graham Soars, who was leaving the Committee, having moved to Chislehurst, for his very valuable work as a committee member for a number of years. All present wholeheartedly supported these sentiments and wished Graham well at this, his last meeting.
There being no other business, the meeting closed at 9.10pm
13. Date of next Executive Committee meeting:  Thursday 20th November 2025
14. MRA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE BUSINESS PLAN – suggested dates – subject to amendment and additions
	WHEN
	WHAT
	NOTES

	18.09.25
	Committee meeting
	Preparations for Armistice Day

	August/September 25
	Autumn newsletter and subs collection
	To include festive lights appeal letter

	20.11.25
	Committee meeting
	

	22.01.26
	Committee meeting
	

	20.03.26
	Committee meeting
	Prepare for AGM

	29.04.26
	AGM? (LR not available during most of April)
	

	25.06.26
	Committee meeting
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