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MOTTINGHAM RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION
Chair:  Gail Hodges
Meeting of the Executive Committee  held at the Methodist Church at 7.00 pm on Thursday 26th June 2025
1. Welcome and apologies
Apologies: Carol Borhani, Sally Babi, James Martin, Cllrs Cartwright, Dowse, Hartley and Tester.
Present:  Laurie Bell, Robert Blanks, Jane Cornish, Sian Halcrow-Wilson, Gail Hodges, Richard Mainwaring-Burton, Hilary McVitty, Graham Soars, Rachel Travers and Lesley Robins, Secretary
In attendance: Clllr Will Rowlands
Observers: Daisie Miller, Andrew Pain.
2. Draft minutes of the meeting of Thursday 20th March 2025
Approved as an accurate record.
3. Matters arising not addressed elsewhere on this agenda
None noted.
4. Draft AGM minutes
Circulated for information.
5. Chairman’s Report
Gail Hodges updated committee members on the following matters:

5.1 The second Make Mottingham Beautiful session was planned for the coming Saturday morning, covering the Bromley and Greenwich sides. The Chairman expressed her thanks to all those who had worked hard removing the stickers, and completing other cleaning tasks at the last session. Passing locals were very complimentary, so it was hoped that some would engage at the next session, noting that this needs to be a community event. A popular area for improvement was in front of the

library, clearing the cigarette ends, weeding etc. There also needed to be some painting of the bike rack and bench, but permission would perhaps be needed from Clarion. Cllr Cartwright was looking into this. 
5.2 The Chairman extended thanks to David Cartwright for organising the clearance of the pigeon waste.

5.3 The Chairman expressed her view that the frontage of Nisa was dreadful, despite their claims to be

community-spirited. It is a franchise, and she had obtained the contact details of the franchisee, and would welcome advice on what to say.

5.4 Sally Babi had provided an update regarding various shops. Apparently Trans Nails had closed. The kebab shop is extending as a restaurant space into Beauty Spot. Sally had hoped it would become a Youth Provision, but it seemed that the kebab shop owners already had an agreement in place. The barbers are repairing the end wall which was in danger of collapsing, and are planning to open a butcher’s shop.
5.5 There was no news on Warrs or The Royal.

5.6 The Chairman raised her significant concern about the prolonged situation with 28 West Park, with the developers making various minor amendments again and again, despite London Fire Brigade stating that the access is simply too narrow.
5.7 Thanks were extended to Greenwich and Bromley Councils for funding the planters, which have proved to be very popular. Huge thanks were also extended to the waterers and to Capel Manor

students for recently adding more plants, and chatting with some of the waterers. The Horticultural Society is yet to get involved, although they have expressed an interest, and the Chairman would pursue this further. The invoice for the planters had now been paid, but this had not been without controversy around communication, costings, delivery charges, and fairness of sharing the cost between both boroughs when Greenwich planters came without soil and plants.
5.8 Although this was not directly a MRA subject The Chairman noted that Rachel, Sian and Tamsin continue to do wonderful work. Today was a community painting day but unfortunately this was not advertised until 2 days ago, and many were unavailable. Gail questioned whether painting the swings and power-washing the tarmac was not part of the Idverde contract for maintenance of the park. The roundabout had been converted to a bench, but it was noted it had been left with sharp edges, very dangerous to small children. Cllr Rowlands did an excellent job in sorting this out, and fencing it off. Unfortunately, the re-do still had some sharp edges, and remained fenced-off. This raised, not for the first time, the quality and cost of the work done by Idverde and its subcontractors, and the quality of their contract with LBB.

5.9 DRIS Apparently there was a Facebook posting asking for donations towards the £750,000 cost of buying DRIS site in order to build a mosque there. It is understood that this had now been changed to an Islamic Learning Centre, which would allow it to fulfil certain criteria of the sale. Dorset Road residents are not happy for various reasons including traffic, parking, noise, drop in house prices, and this not being representative demographically of the local community. One resident reported that he was worried that LBB, for fear of being labelled racist, would allow this to go through without too much scrutiny.

5.10 It had been mentioned to the Chairman that the MRA is becoming too political. Personally, she felt that would all like to work constructively with both Councils to represent the views of local residents, but also to be able to calmly express concern when we, the residents, are unhappy about certain issues. It is probably easier for us than it is for the Councillors who have a loyalty to the Council. Any comments /questions raised by the MRA should not be in any way personal or not party political.  And obviously from a social media perspective, any individual postings should be exactly that. The Chairman raised the matter of whether the MRA should have a social media presence. There is ongoing work to do on the website and to investigate further our presence on social media.
6. Report from the planning sub-committee

Updated planning application reports for Bromley and Greenwich had been circulated by Robert Blanks and no real changes were noted. The new Bromley planning portal is taking time to load and has some IT issues. Graham Soars reminded the meeting that there are very strict rules about any possible use of MoL.
7. Representative reports
7.1. Councillors, Bromley

Cllr Rowlands reported that:

· Building Control was carefully monitoring the 9 Avondale Road development.
· There was a meeting planned with Clarion regarding the patch of land by the library.

· Personal objections to the Bannatyne planning application should be submitted to Bromley and Lewisham Councils.

· Clarion tenants should not be charged for a service they are not receiving.

7.2 Police, Bromley

The minutes of the most recent Ward Panel meeting are attached to these minutes
7.3 Councillors, Greenwich

In his absence, Cllr Hartley provided the following updates:
· A date for the West Hallowes traffic consultation is being chased.

· There is a petition objecting to the numerous fines being issued regarding the Green Lane/William Barefoot Drive box junction.

7.4 Police, Greenwich
Nothing reported
8. Treasurer’s Report
The AGM generated £130.00 from the Raffle and £7 from Teas/Coffees.
Expenditure incurred;
Website renewal £172.66

Print paper £23.49

Meeting hall hire £80

Income;
Two road sheets from 2024/25 received late £52

Planters & Plants
The bill for this had now been settled.

Plants and soil for the Greenwich planters amounted to £883.91

The 12 Planters cost £12,960.00

Sadly, the LBB added costs, via their preferred contractor Riney, for dropping off the empty planters and ‘overseeing’ this amounted to a massive £4,780.96 

So, out of the £10,400 that RBG granted we have spent £9,754.39 leaving just £645.61 towards the ongoing maintenance and future planting.

After meeting LBB’s bill there will be @£15,600 in the Bank.

Reserves Policy
With the intention of increasing Reserves to £20,000, as a result of the £2 Subs increase, I would expect Reserves to increase by at least £1,000 pa going forward so in 4 years’ time the intended target should be met, even if Festive Lights contributions is increased.  

9. Membership Secretary’s Report
The newsletter is in development. Two local residents have received honours – Hilary Crawford and Caroline Oglivy.

10. Festive Lights Committee Report

The residents appeal letter will be published in the next newsletter. The Committee was most grateful that Rachel Travers was prepared to take in the task of taking the appeal letter to local traders. The lights have been ordered.
11. Local issues and members’ concerns

· Dorothy Robbie raised her concern that she thinks the MRA regularly opposes mobile phone masts. It was clarified that this is not the case but, in the past, the MRA were concerned about the large boxes by the masts.

· Hilary McVitty reported that a resident in the Croft, Mottingham Lane had an air rifle and was shooting animals.

· Robert Blanks reported that rubbish is being dumped in Mottingham Lane at the corner of Carters Close.

· Another concern was cars being advertised or sale on the roadside.

12. Any other Business

· There is to be a charity fund raising coffee morning on 3rd July in the Oddfellows Hall
· There will be no horticultural show this year.
· Graham Soars may soon be standing down from the Committee following his anticipated move to Chislehurst.
· There was a request that James Martin send out a gentle reminder to Eltham College sixth-formers not to park across peoples’ drives.
· The SGN roadworks should be completed om 27th June
· Congratulations were extended to Cllr Rowlands on his recent marriage.
13. Date of next Executive Committee meeting:  Thursday 18th September 2025?
14. DRAFT MRA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE BUSINESS PLAN – suggested dates – subject to amendment and additions
	WHEN
	WHAT
	NOTES

	18.09.25
	Committee meeting
	Preparations for Armistice Day

	August/September 25
	Autumn newsletter and subs collection
	To include festive lights appeal letter

	20.11.25
	Committee meeting
	

	22.01.26
	Committee meeting
	

	19.03.26
	Committee meeting
	Prepare for AGM

	29.04.26
	AGM? (LR not available during most of April)
	

	25.06.26
	Committee meeting
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